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WHAT CHRISTMAS MEANS TO ME

To me Christmas involves an open secret, understood
by few — or by none — and unutterable except in Chris-
tian Science. Christ was not born of the flesh. Christ
isthe Truth and Life born of God — born of Spirit and
not of matter. Jesus, the Galilean Prophet, was born
of the Virgin Mary's spiritual thoughts of Life and its
manifestation.

God creates man perfect and eterna in His own image.
Hence man is the image, idea, or likeness of perfection
— an ideal which cannot fall from its inherent unity
with divine Love, from its spotless purity and origina
perfection.

Observed by material sense, Christmas commemorates
the birth of a human, material, mortal babe — a babe
born in amanger amidst the flocks and herds of a Jewish
village.

This homely origin of the babe Jesus falls far short
of my sense of the eternal Christ, Truth, never born and
never dying. | celebrate Christmas with my soul, my
spiritual sense, and so commemorate the entrance into
human understanding of the Christ conceived of Spirit,
of God and not of awoman — as the birth of Truth, the
dawn of divine Love breaking upon the gloom of matter
and evil with the glory of infinite being.

Human doctrines or hypotheses or vague human phi-
losophy afford little divine effulgence, deific presence or
power. Christmas to me is the reminder of God's great
gift, — His spiritual idea, man and the universe, —
agift which so transcends mortal, material, sensual giv-
ing that the merriment, mad ambition, rivalry, and
ritual of our common Christmas seem a human mock-
ery in mimicry of the real worship in commemoration
of Christ's coming.

| love to observe Christmas in quietude, humility,
benevolence, charity, letting good will towards man, elo-
guent silence, prayer, and praise express my conception
of Truth's appearing.

The splendor of this nativity of Christ revealsinfinite
meanings and gives manifold blessings. Material gifts
and pastimes tend to obliterate the spiritual ideain con-

sciousness, leaving one alone and without His glory.

guietude, eloquent silence, prayer
Eccl 4.6

Better is an handful with quietness, than both the hands full with travail and vexation of spirit.

| Chron 22:1,6-9
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Then David said, Thisis the house of the Lord God, and thisis the altar of the burnt offering for Isragl.

Then he called for Solomon his son, and charged him to build an house for the Lord God of Isragl. And
David said to Solomon, My son, as for me, it wasin my mind to build an house unto the name of the Lord
my God: But the word of the Lord came to me, saying, Thou hast shed blood abundantly, and hast made
great wars. thou shalt not build an house unto my name, because thou hast shed much blood upon the earth
in my sight. Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a man of rest; and | will give him rest from all
his enemies round about: for his name shall be Solomon, and | will give peace and quietness unto Isragl in
his days.

Isa 14:7 (to :)
Thewhole earth is at rest, and is quiet:

Isa 30:15, 18, 21
For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy One of Isragl; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness
and in confidence shall be your strength: and ye would not.

And therefore will the Lord wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, that
he may have mercy upon you: for the Lord is a God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him.

And thine ears shall hear aword behind thee, saying, Thisisthe way, walk yein it, when ye turn to the
right hand, and when ye turn to the left.

Lam 3:25-26
The Lord is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him. It is good that a man should
both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord.

Matt 6:6
But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father
which isin secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.

Luke 1:5, 11-14, 18,19, 26-31, 36,37
There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia:
and hiswife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth.

And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the atar of incense. And
when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said unto him, Fear not,
Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name
John. And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rgoice at his birth.

And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall | know this? for | am an old man, and my wife well
stricken in years. And the angel answering said unto him, | am Gabridl, that stand in the presence of God,;
and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings.

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, To a
virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.
And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed
art thou among women. And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what
manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour
with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name
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JESUS.

And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month
with her, who was called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible.

| Tim 2:1-3

| exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for
all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable lifein all
godliness and honesty. For thisis good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;

318:9-10
The material senses originate and support all that is material, untrue, selfish, or debased.

318:12
We must silence this lie of material sense with the truth of spiritual sense. We must cause the error to cease
that brought the belief of sin and death and would efface the pure sense of omnipotence.

4:27-30
Audible prayer can never do the works of spiritual understanding, which regenerates; but silent prayer,
watchfulness, and devout obedience enable us to follow Jesus example.

89:20-21
Spirit, God, is heard when the senses are silent.

14:31-18

"When thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and, when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father whichis
in secret; and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.”

So spake Jesus. The closet typifies the sanctuary of Spirit, the door of which shuts out sinful sense but
letsin Truth, Life, and Love. Closed to error, it is open to Truth, and vice versa. The Father in secret is
unseen to the physical senses, but He knows all things and rewards according to motives, not according to
speech. To enter into the heart of prayer, the door of the erring senses must be closed. Lips must be mute
and materialism silent, that man may have audience with Spirit, the divine Principle, Love, which destroys
al error.

In order to pray aright, we must enter into the closet and shut the door. We must close the lips and
silence the materia senses. In the quiet sanctuary of earnest longings, we must deny sin and plead God's
alness.

224:22

A higher and more practical Christianity, demonstrating justice and meeting the needs of mortalsin
sickness and in health, stands at the door of this age, knocking for admission. Will you open or close the
door upon this angel visitant, who cometh in the quiet of meekness, as he came of old to the patriarch at
noonday?

566:29-30
The Old Testament assigns to the angels, God's divine messages, different offices.

567:1-8

Gabriel has the more quiet task of imparting a sense of the ever-presence of ministering Love. These angels
deliver us from the depths. Truth and Love come nearer in the hour of woe, when strong faith or spiritual
strength wrestles and prevails through the understanding of God. The Gabriel of His presence has no
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contests. To infinite, ever-present Love, all isLove, and there is no error, no sin, sickness, nor death.

367:24

The infinite Truth of the Christ-cure has come to this age through a "still, small voice," through silent
utterances and divine anointing which quicken and increase the beneficial effects of Christianity. | long to
see the consummation of my hope, namely, the student's higher attainments in this line of light.

humility
Prov 15:27 (to ;)
He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own house;

Prov 15:33
The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom; and before honour is humility.

| Pet 5:5-7 Yea

Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and
giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt
you in due time: Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.

John 5:26,27
For asthe Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himsalf; And hath given him
authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man.

John 5:30 (to :)
| can of mine own self do nothing:

John 2:13-16

And the Jews passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, And found in the temple those that
sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting: And when he had made a scourge of
small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers
money, and overthrew the tables; And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not
my Father's house an house of merchandise.

8:14-18
If we fedl the aspiration, humility, gratitude, and love which our words express, — this God accepts; and it
iIswise not to try to deceive ourselves or others, for "there is nothing covered that shall not be revealed.”

8:20-22
Praying for humility with whatever fervency of expression does not always mean adesire for it.

8:28-30
We should examine ourselves and learn what is the affection and purpose of the heart, for in this way
only can we learn what we honestly are.

9:5-7

Thetest of al prayer liesin the answer to these questions: Do we love our neighbor better because of
this asking?
142:18
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Asin Jesus time, so to-day, tyranny and pride need to be whipped out of the temple, and humility and
divine Science to be welcomed in. The strong cords of scientific demonstration, as twisted and wielded by
Jesus, are still needed to purge the temples of their vain traffic in worldly worship and to make them meet
dwelling-places for the Most High.

12:10

It is neither Science nor Truth which acts through blind belief, nor isit the human understanding of the
divine healing Principle as manifested in Jesus, whose humble prayers were deep and conscientious protests
of Truth, — of man'slikeness to God and of man's unity with Truth and Love.

514:6
Mind, joyous in strength, dwellsin the realm of Mind. Mind's infinite ideas run and disport themselves. In
humility they climb the heights of holiness.

119:31-9
Thusit is with man, who is but the humble servant of the restful Mind, though it seems otherwise to finite
sense. But we shall never understand this while we admit that soul isin body or mind in matter, and that
man isincluded in non-intelligence. Soul, or Spirit, is God, unchangeable and eternal; and man coexists
with and reflects Soul, God, for man is God's image.

Science reverses the false testimony of the physical senses, and by this reversal mortals arrive at the
fundamental facts of being.

benevolence, charity, good will towards man

Ps 91:14

Because he hath set hislove upon me, therefore will | deliver him: 1 will set him on high, because he hath
known my name.

| Sam 25:2 there,3 (to 2nd ;)

there was a man in Maon, whose possessions were in Carmel; and the man was very great, and he had three
thousand sheep, and a thousand goats: and he was shearing his sheep in Carmel. Now the name of the man
was Nabal; and the name of hiswife Abigail: and she was awoman of good understanding, and of a
beautiful countenance: but the man was churlish and evil in his doings;

| Sam 25:4-6, 9-13,14, 18-21,23-25,28,32-33,35 (10 ;)

And David heard in the wilderness that Nabal did shear his sheep. And David sent out ten young men, and
David said unto the young men, Get you up to Carmel, and go to Nabal, and greet him in my name: And
thus shall ye say to him that liveth in prosperity, Peace be both to thee, and peace be to thine house, and
peace be unto all that thou hast.

And when David's young men came, they spake to Nabal according to all those words in the name of
David, and ceased. And Nabal answered David's servants, and said, Who is David? and who is the son of
Jesse? there be many servants now a days that break away every man from his master. Shall | then take my
bread, and my water, and my flesh that | have killed for my shearers, and give it unto men, whom | know
not whence they be? So David's young men turned their way, and went again, and came and told him all
those sayings. And David said unto his men, Gird ye on every man his sword. And they girded on every
man his sword; and David also girded on his sword: and there went up after David about four hundred
men; and two hundred abode by the stuff. But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal's wife, saying,
Behold, David sent messengers out of the wilderness to salute our master; and he railed on them.
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Then Abigall made haste, and took two hundred loaves, and two bottles of wine, and five sheep ready
dressed, and five measures of parched corn, and an hundred clusters of raisins, and two hundred cakes of
figs, and laid them on asses. And she said unto her servants, Go on before me; behold, | come after you.
But shetold not her husband Nabal. And it was so, as she rode on the ass, that she came down by the
covert of the hill, and, behold, David and his men came down against her; and she met them. Now David
had said, Surely in vain have | kept al that this fellow hath in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of
all that pertained unto him: and he hath requited me evil for good.

And when Abigail saw David, she hasted, and lighted off the ass, and fell before David on her face, and
bowed herself to the ground, And fell at his feet, and said, Upon me, my lord, upon me let thisiniquity be:
and let thine handmaid, | pray thee, speak in thine audience, and hear the words of thine handmaid. Let not
my lord, | pray thee, regard this man of Belial, even Nabal: for ashisnameis, so is he; Naba is his name,
and folly iswith him: but | thine handmaid saw not the young men of my lord, whom thou didst send.

| pray thee, forgive the trespass of thine handmaid: for the Lord will certainly make my lord a sure house;
because my lord fighteth the battles of the Lord, and evil hath not been found in thee all thy days.

And David said to Abigail, Blessed be the Lord God of Isragl, which sent thee this day to meet me: And
blessed be thy advice, and blessed be thou, which hast kept me this day from coming to shed blood, and
from avenging myself with mine own hand.

So David received of her hand that which she had brought him, and said unto her, Go up in peace to thine
house;

| Cor 7:3
Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto the husband.

| Cor 13:4-5,13
Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth
not behave itsalf unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;

And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.

365:31
The poor suffering heart needs its rightful nutriment, such as peace, patience in tribulation, and a priceless
sense of the dear Father's |oving-kindness.

405:5-9
Christian Science commands man to master the propensities, — to hold hatred in abeyance with
kindness, to conquer lust with chastity, revenge with charity, and to overcome deceit with honesty.

64:8

Pride, envy, or jealousy seems on most occasions to be the master of ceremonies, ruling out primitive
Christianity. When a man lends a helping hand to some noble woman, struggling alone with adversity, his
wife should not say, "It is never well to interfere with your neighbor's business.” A wife is sometimes
debarred by a covetous domestic tyrant from giving the ready aid her sympathy and charity would afford.

270:23-24
Meekness and charity have divine authority.
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praise

Ps 42:5

Why art thou cast down, O my soul ? and why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for | shall yet
praise him for the help of his countenance.

Ps 34:1-3

| will blessthe Lord at al times: his praise shal continually be in my mouth. My soul shall make her boast
in the Lord: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his
name together.

Ps 138:1,2,4,5

| will praise thee with my whole heart: before the gods will | sing praise unto thee. | will worship toward
thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy
word above al thy name.

All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O Lord, when they hear the words of thy mouth. Y ea, they shall
sing in the ways of the Lord: for great is the glory of the Lord.

John 4:23 the hour,24

the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for
the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship himin
spirit and in truth.

Phil 1:9-11

And this| pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; That ye
may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ;
Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.

354:20-23
If our words fail to express our deeds, God will redeem that weakness, and out of the mouth of babes He
will perfect praise.

140:16

We worship spiritually, only as we cease to worship materially. Spiritual devoutnessis the soul of
Christianity. Worshipping through the medium of matter is paganism. Judaic and other rituals are but types
and shadows of true worship. "The true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth.”

93:2-7

Remember Jesus, who nearly nineteen centuries ago demonstrated the power of Spirit and said, "He that
believeth on me, the worksthat | do shall he do aso," and who also said, "But the hour cometh, and now
is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth.”

558:10-13
To mortal sense Science seems at first obscure, abstract, and dark; but a bright promise crowns its brow.
When understood, it is Truth's prism and praise.

506:11
The calm and exalted thought or spiritual apprehension is at peace. Thus the dawn of ideas goes on,
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forming each successive stage of progress.

Hymn 11, 190, 283
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