
Page 1Printed from CONCORD, A STUDY PACKAGE, which contains the King James Version of the Bible, the writings of Mary Baker Eddy, and
the Christian Science Hymnal. Published by The First Church of Christ, Scientist, in Boston, MA, U.S.A.

 Standing Watch--Awake to AM's tricks

Introductory Material
My 128:30
Watch, and pray daily that evil suggestions, in whatever guise, take no root in your thought nor bear fruit.
Ofttimes examine yourselves, and see if there be found anywhere a deterrent of Truth and Love, and "hold
fast that which is good."

My 129:15
    And how is man, seen through the lens of Spirit, enlarged, and how counterpoised his origin from dust,
and how he presses to his original, never severed from Spirit! O ye who leap disdainfully from this rock of
ages, return and plant thy steps in Christ, Truth, "the stone which the builders rejected"! Then will angels
administer grace, do thy errands, and be thy dearest allies. The divine law gives to man health and life
everlasting — gives a soul to Soul, a present harmony wherein the good man's heart takes hold on heaven,
and whose feet can never be moved. These are His green pastures beside still waters, where faith mounts
upward, expatiates, strengthens, and exults.

Readings

Hab 2:1,2,14
I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will say unto me,
and what I shall answer when I am reproved. And the Lord answered me, and said, Write the vision, and
make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it.

For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.

II Ki 11:1-7,9(to:),11,12,19 and they, 20(to:)
And when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she arose and destroyed all the seed
royal. But Jehosheba, the daughter of king Joram, sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and
stole him from among the king's sons which were slain; and they hid him, even him and his nurse, in the
bedchamber from Athaliah, so that he was not slain. And he was with her hid in the house of the Lord six
years.  And Athaliah did reign over the land. And the seventh year Jehoiada sent and fetched the rulers over
hundreds, with the captains and the guard, and brought them to him into the house of the Lord, and made a
covenant with them, and took an oath of them in the house of the Lord, and shewed them the king's son.
And he commanded them, saying, This is the thing that ye shall do; A third part of you that enter in on the
sabbath shall even be keepers of the watch of the king's house; And a third part shall be at the gate of Sur;
and a third part at the gate behind the guard: so shall ye keep the watch of the house, that it be not broken
down. And two parts of all you that go forth on the sabbath, even they shall keep the watch of the house of
the Lord about the king.

And the captains over the hundreds did according to all things that Jehoiada the priest commanded:

And the guard stood, every man with his weapons in his hand, round about the king, from the right corner
of the temple to the left corner of the temple, along by the altar and the temple. And he brought forth the
king's son, and put the crown upon him, and gave him the testimony; and they made him king, and anointed
him; and they clapped their hands, and said, God save the king.

and they brought down the king from the house of the Lord, and came by the way of the gate of the guard
to the king's house.  And he sat on the throne of the kings. And all the people of the land rejoiced, and the
city was in quiet:

II Ki 12:1 and (to 1st.)
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and forty years reigned he in Jerusalem.

Isa 21:6
For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Go, set a watchman, let him declare what he seeth.

Isa 56:1,2 (to;),5,7 (to :), 9,10,12
Thus saith the Lord, Keep ye judgment, and do justice: for my salvation is near to come, and my
righteousness to be revealed. Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that layeth hold on it;

Even unto them will I give in mine house and within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and of
daughters: I will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off.

Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer:

All ye beasts of the field, come to devour, yea, all ye beasts in the forest. His watchmen are blind: they are
all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber.

Come ye, say they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong drink; and to-morrow shall be as
this day, and much more abundant.

Isa 57:12 (to;),15,18(to:)
I will declare thy righteousness, and thy works;

For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and
holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to
revive the heart of the contrite ones.

I have seen his ways, and will heal him:

Prov 6:4,9-11
Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids.

How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep? Yet a little sleep, a little
slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want
as an armed man.

Ps 121:1-4, 7
I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help cometh from the Lord, which
made heaven and earth. He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber.
Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.

The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul.

Matt 24:42-44
Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. But know this, that if the goodman of
the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have
suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son
of man cometh.

Matt 26:36,40,41
Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here,
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while I go and pray yonder.

And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch
with me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak.

Mark 13:1-8,9-11 and ye,27,31-37
And as he went out of the temple, one of his disciples saith unto him, Master, see what manner of stones
and what buildings are here! And Jesus answering said unto him, Seest thou these great buildings? there
shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. And as he sat upon the mount of
Olives over against the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew asked him privately, Tell us, when
shall these things be? and what shall be the sign when all these things shall be fulfilled? And Jesus answering
them began to say, Take heed lest any man deceive you: For many shall come in my name, saying, I am
Christ; and shall deceive many. And when ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars, be ye not troubled:
for such things must needs be; but the end shall not be yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom: and there shall be earthquakes in divers places, and there shall be famines and troubles:
these are the beginnings of sorrows.

and ye shall be brought before rulers and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them. And the gospel
must first be published among all nations. But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no
thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in
that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.

And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the
uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven.

Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away. But of that day and that hour
knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. Take ye heed,
watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who
left his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to
watch. Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight,
or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. And what I say unto
you I say unto all, Watch.

367:17
    A Christian Scientist occupies the place at this period of which Jesus spoke to his disciples, when he
said: "Ye are the salt of the earth." "Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid."
Let us watch, work, and pray that this salt lose not its saltness, and that this light be not hid, but radiate and
glow into noontide glory.

254:2-8
Individuals are consistent who, watching and praying, can "run, and not be weary; . . .  walk, and not faint,"
who gain good rapidly and hold their position, or attain slowly and yield not to discouragement. God
requires perfection, but not until the battle between Spirit and flesh is fought and the victory won.

22:13-22
"Occupy till I come!" Wait for your reward, and "be not weary in well doing." If your endeavors are beset
by fearful odds, and you receive no present reward, go not back to error, nor become a sluggard in the
race.
    When the smoke of battle clears away, you will discern the good you have done, and receive according
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to your deserving. Love is not hasty to deliver us from temptation, for Love means that we shall be tried
and purified.

15:16-22
In the quiet sanctuary of earnest longings, we must deny sin and plead God's allness. We must resolve to
take up the cross, and go forth with honest hearts to work and watch for wisdom, Truth, and Love. We
must "pray without ceasing." Such prayer is answered, in so far as we put our desires into practice.

47:31-6
    During his night of gloom and glory in the garden, Jesus realized the utter error of a belief in any possible
material intelligence. The pangs of neglect and the staves of bigoted ignorance smote him sorely. His
students slept. He said unto them: "Could ye not watch with me one hour?" Could they not watch with him
who, waiting and struggling in voiceless agony, held uncomplaining guard over a world?

51:28
    Jesus was unselfish. His spirituality separated him from sensuousness, and caused the selfish materialist
to hate him; but it was this spirituality which enabled Jesus to heal the sick, cast out evil, and raise the dead.

52:19-23
    The "man of sorrows" best understood the nothingness of material life and intelligence and the mighty
actuality of all-inclusive God, good. These were the two cardinal points of Mind-healing, or Christian
Science, which armed him with Love.

52:17-18
To-day, as of old, error and evil again make common cause against the exponents of truth.

458:20-22
    Sin makes deadly thrusts at the Christian Scientist as ritualism and creed are summoned to give place to
higher law, but Science will ameliorate mortal malice.

234:9-12
    We should become more familiar with good than with evil, and guard against false beliefs as watchfully
as we bar our doors against the approach of thieves and murderers.

392:24-27 Stand, 32
Stand porter at the door of thought.  Admitting only such conclusions as you wish realized in bodily results,
you will control yourself harmoniously.

The issues of pain or pleasure must come through mind, and like a watchman forsaking his post, we admit
the intruding belief, forgetting that through divine help we can forbid this entrance.

451:19-6
    Every Christian Scientist, every conscientious teacher of the Science of Mind-healing, knows that human
will is not Christian Science, and he must recognize this in order to defend himself from the influence of
human will. He feels morally obligated to open the eyes of his students that they may perceive the nature
and methods of error of every sort, especially any subtle degree of evil, deceived and deceiving. All mental
malpractice arises from ignorance or malice aforethought.  It is the injurious action of one mortal mind
controlling another from wrong motives, and it is practised either with a mistaken or a wicked purpose.
    Show your student that mental malpractice tends to blast moral sense, health, and the human life.
Instruct him how to bar the door of his thought against this seeming power, — a task not difficult, when
one understands that evil has in reality no power.  Incorrect reasoning leads to practical error.  The wrong
thought should be arrested before it has a chance to manifest itself.
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490:28-16
    Sleep and mesmerism explain the mythical nature of material sense. Sleep shows material sense as either
oblivion, nothingness, or an illusion or dream.  Under the mesmeric illusion of belief, a man will think that
he is freezing when he is warm, and that he is swimming when he is on dry land. Needle-thrusts will not
hurt him. A delicious perfume will seem intolerable.  Animal magnetism thus uncovers material sense, and
shows it to be a belief without actual foundation or validity. Change the belief, and the sensation changes.
Destroy the belief, and the sensation disappears.
    Material man is made up of involuntary and voluntary error, of a negative right and a positive wrong, the
latter calling itself right. Man's spiritual individuality is never wrong. It is the likeness of man's Maker.
Matter cannot connect mortals with the true origin and facts of being, in which all must end. It is only by
acknowledging the supremacy of Spirit, which annuls the claims of matter, that mortals can lay off
mortality and find the indissoluble spiritual link which establishes man forever in the divine likeness,
inseparable from his creator.

430:9
Belief in sickness and death, as certainly as belief in sin, tends to shut out the true sense of Life and health.
When will mankind wake to this great fact in Science?

218:32-2
When we wake to the truth of being, all disease, pain, weakness, weariness, sorrow, sin, death, will be
unknown, and the mortal dream will forever cease.

324:13
Be watchful, sober, and vigilant. The way is straight and narrow, which leads to the understanding that God
is the only Life. It is a warfare with the flesh, in which we must conquer sin, sickness, and death, either here
or hereafter, — certainly before we can reach the goal of Spirit, or life in God.

496:31-8
The following is a brief exposition of the important points, or religious tenets, of Christian Science: —
    1.  As adherents of Truth, we take the inspired Word of the Bible as our sufficient guide to eternal Life.
    2.  We acknowledge and adore one supreme and infinite God. We acknowledge His Son, one Christ; the
Holy Ghost or divine Comforter; and man in God's image and likeness.

497:24
    6.  And we solemnly promise to watch, and pray for that Mind to be in us which was also in Christ Jesus;
to do unto others as we would have them do unto us; and to be merciful, just, and pure.

Hymn 183
Hymn 183, 184

Horatius Bonar
Adapted

HEATH
  Mason and Webb's Cantica Laudis, 1850
SANDYS
  Sandys' Christmas Carols, 1833
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Make haste, O man, to do
Whatever must be done;
Thou hast no time to lose in sloth,
When all to Truth must come.

The useful and the great,
The thing that never dies,
The silent toil that is not lost, —
Set these before thine eyes.

Up, face the task and work;
Fling ease and self away;
This is no time for thee to sleep;
Up, watch, and work, and pray.

Hymn 67
Hymn 67, 68

Charlotte Elliott
Adapted

CAPETOWN
  Friedrich Filitz
VIGILATE
  William H. Monk

Gird thy heavenly armor on,
Wear it ever night and day;
Ambushed lies the evil one:
Watch and pray.

Hear the victors who o'ercame;
Still they mark each warrior's way;
All with warning voice exclaim,
Watch and pray.

Hear, above all, hear thy Lord;
Him thou lovest to obey;
Hide within thy heart His word,
Watch and pray.

Hymn 213
Hymn 213

Isaac Watts*

ST. ANNE
  William Croft

O God, our help in ages past,
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Our hope for time to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home.

Before the hills in order stood,
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.

A thousand ages in Thy sight
Are like an evening gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for time to come,
Thou art our guard while ages last,
And our eternal home.


