Heaven on Earth
Opening

Un 37:6

Our Master said, "The kingdom of heaven isat hand." Then God and heaven, or Life, are present, and
death is not the real stepping-stone to Life and happiness. They are now and here; and a change in human
consciousness, from sin to holiness, would reveal this wonder of being. Because God is ever present, no
boundary of time can separate us from Him and the heaven of His presence; and because God is Life, dl Life
iseternal.

Mis 251:16-24
that | do shall he do;" and, "The kingdom of God cometh not with observation™ (with knowledge obtained
from the senses), but "the kingdom of God iswithin you," — within the present possibilities of mankind.

Think of thisinheritance! Heaven right here, where angels are as men, clothed more lightly, and men as
angels who, burdened for an hour, spring into liberty, and the good they would do, that they do, and the evil
they would not do, that they do not.

Mis 174:16-19 (to .), 23-27, 30-5
What is the kingdom of heaven? The abode of Spirit, the realm of the real. No matter is there, no night is
there — nothing that maketh or worketh alie. Is this kingdom afar off? No: it is ever-present here.

The kingdom of heaven is the reign of divine Science: it isamenta state. Jesus said it is within you, and
taught us to pray, "Thy kingdom come;" but he did not teach us to pray for death whereby to gain heaven.
We do not look into darkness for light.

The leaven which awoman took and hid in three measures of meal, is Divine Science; the Comforter; the
Holy Ghost that leadeth into all Truth; the "till, small voice" that breathes His presence and power, casting
out error and healing the sick. And woman, the spiritual idea, takes of the things of God and showeth them
unto the creature, until the whole sense of being is leavened with Spirit.

Readings

Ps 8:1
O Lord our Lord, how excellent isthy name in al the earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens.

Ps 8:3-6
When | consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained;
What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him? For thou hast made
him alittle lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour. Thou madest him to have
dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet:

Ps 8:9
O Lord our Lord, how excdllent isthy name in al the earth!

Ps 119:89-91, 97, 130, 135 (o ;), 144, 160
For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven. Thy faithfulnessis unto all generations. thou hast
established the earth, and it abideth. They continue this day according to thine ordinances: for al are thy
servants.

O how love | thy law! it is my meditation al the day.
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The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.
Make thy face to shine upon thy servant;
The righteousness of thy testimoniesis everlasting: give me understanding, and | shall live.

Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous judgments endureth for ever.

Gen 28:10-13 (to ?)
And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran. And he lighted upon a certain place, and
tarried there al night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his
pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and
the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. And, behold,
the Lord stood above it, and said, | am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of |saac:

Gen 28:15
And, behold, | am with thee, and will keep thee in al places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again
into this land; for | will not leave thee, until | have done that which | have spoken to thee of.

Isa 11:1-4 there (to 3)
there shall come forth arod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of hisroots: And the
gpirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord; And shall make him of quick understanding in
the fear of the Lord: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of
his ears: But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth:

Matt 10:1, 5-7
And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast
them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.

These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into
any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Isragl. And as ye go,
preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.

Matt 6:9,10
After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be donein earth, asit isin heaven.

Matt 13:10-13, 33, 44-46
And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables? He answered and
said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them
it is not given. For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but
whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. Therefore speak | to them in parables:
because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand.

Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and
hid in three measures of medl, till the whole was |eavened.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in afield; the which when a man hath found, he
hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field. Again, the kingdom of
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heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: Who, when he had found one pearl of great
price, went and sold al that he had, and bought it.

Matt 16:13-19
When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say
that | the Son of man am? And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others,
Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that | an? And Simon Peter
answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him,
Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is
in heaven. And | say aso unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock | will build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And | will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt |oose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven.

Matt 17:1-11
And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high
mountain apart, And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was
white as the light. And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. Then answered
Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it isgood for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three
tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, Thisis my beloved Son, in whom |
am well pleased; hear ye him. And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid.
And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid. And when they had lifted up their
eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only. And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged them,
saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again from the dead. And his disciples asked
him, saying, Why then say the scribes that Elias must first come? And Jesus answered and said unto them,
Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things.

Luke 17:20,21
And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them
and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there!
for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.

Rev 21:1-5
And | saw anew heaven and anew earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and
there was no more sea. And | John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying,
Behold, the tabernacle of God iswith men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and
God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the
former things are passed away. And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, | make al things new. And
he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.

587:25

HEAVEN. Harmony; the reign of Spirit; government by divine Principle; spirituality; bliss; the atmosphere
of Soul.

590:1
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. Thereign of harmony in divine Science; the realm of unerring, eternal, and
omnipotent Mind; the atmosphere of Spirit, where Soul is supreme.
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560:10-15
Heaven represents harmony, and divine Science interprets the Principle of heavenly harmony. The great
miracle, to human sense, is divine Love, and the grand necessity of existence isto gain the true idea of what
congtitutes the kingdom of heaven in man.

242:9
Thereis but one way to heaven, harmony, and Christ in divine Science shows us thisway. It isto know
no other reality — to have no other consciousness of life— than good, God and His reflection, and to rise
superior to the so-called pain and pleasure of the senses.

16:20-3

Only as we rise above all material sensuousness and sin, can we reach the heaven-born aspiration and

spiritua consciousness, which isindicated in the Lord's Prayer and which instantaneoudly heals the sick.
Here let me give what | understand to be the spiritual sense of the Lord's Prayer:

Our Father which art in heaven, Our Father-Mother God, all-harmonious,

Hallowed be Thy name. Adorable One.

Thy kingdom come. Thy kingdom is come; Thou art ever-present.

Thy will be donein earth, asit isin heaven. Enable usto know, —as in heaven, so on earth, —God is

omnipotent, supreme.
109:32-12

The three great verities of Spirit, omnipotence, omnipresence, omniscience, — Spirit possessing all
power, filling all space, congtituting all Science, — contradict forever the belief that matter can be actual.
These eternal verities reveal primeval existence as the radiant reality of God's creation, in which al that He
has made is pronounced by His wisdom good.

Thusit wasthat | beheld, as never before, the awful unreality called evil. The equipollence of God
brought to light another glorious proposition, — man's perfectibility and the establishment of the kingdom
of heaven on earth.

278:12
That matter is substantial or has life and sensation, is one of the false beliefs of mortals, and exists only in
a supposititious mortal consciousness. Hence, as we approach Spirit and Truth, we lose the consciousness
of matter. The admission that there can be material substance requires another admission, — namely, that
Spirit is not infinite and that matter is self-creative, self-existent, and eternal. From this it would follow that
there are two eternal causes, warring forever with each other; and yet we say that Spirit is supreme and al-
presence.

297:12 Change
Change the evidence, and that disappears which before seemed real to this fase belief, and the human
consciousness rises higher. Thus the reality of being is attained and man found to be immortal. The only
fact concerning any material concept is, that it is neither scientific nor eternal, but subject to change and
dissolution.

336:14
is reflected by man. The spiritual man's consciousness and individuality are reflections of God. They are the
emanations of Him who is Life, Truth, and Love. Immortal man is not and never was material, but always
gpiritual and eternal.

553:4
This clearer consciousness must precede an understanding of the harmony of being. Mortal thought must
obtain a better basis, get nearer the truth of being, or health will never be universal, and harmony will never
become the standard of man.
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598:23-30
One moment of divine consciousness, or the spiritual understanding of Life and Love, is a foretaste of
eternity. This exalted view, obtained and retained when the Science of being is understood, would bridge
over with life discerned spiritually the interval of death, and man would be in the full consciousness of his
immortality and eternal harmony, where sin, sickness, and death are unknown.

117:15-19
Our Master taught spirituality by similitudes and parables. As a divine student he unfolded God to man,
illustrating and demonstrating Life and Truth in himself and by his power over the sick and sinning.

343:14
Jesus strips al disguise from error, when his teachings are fully understood. By parable and argument he
explains the impossibility of good producing evil; and he also scientifically demonstrates this great fact,
proving by what are wrongly called miracles, that sin, sickness, and death are beliefs — illusive errors —
which he could and did destroy.

122:1
The evidence of the physical senses often reverses the real Science of being, and so creates areign of

discord, — assigning seeming power to sin, sickness, and death; but the great facts of Life, rightly
understood, defeat thistriad of errors, contradict their false witnesses, and reveal the kingdom of heaven,
— the actual reign of harmony on earth. The material senses reversal of the Science of Soul was practically
exposed nineteen hundred years ago by the demonstrations of Jesus; yet these so-called senses till make
mortal mind tributary to mortal body, and ordain certain sections of matter, such as brain and nerves, asthe
seats of pain and pleasure, from which matter reports to this so-called mind its status of happiness or

misery.

117:24
Evidence drawn from the five physical senses relates solely to human reason; and because of opacity to
the true light, human reason dimly reflects and feebly transmits Jesus works and words. Truthisa
revelation.

572:19-574:2
In Revelation xxi. 1 we read: —

And | saw anew heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more
sea

The Revelator had not yet passed the transitional stage in human experience called death, but he already
saw a new heaven and a new earth. Through what sense came this vision to St. John? Not through the
material visual organs for seeing, for optics are inadequate to take in so wonderful a scene. Were this new
heaven and new earth terrestrial or celestial, material or spiritual? They could not be the former, for the
human sense of space is unable to grasp such aview. The Revelator was on our plane of existence, while
yet beholding what the eye cannot see, — that which isinvisible to the uninspired thought. This testimony
of Holy Writ sustains the fact in Science, that the heavens and earth to one human consciousness, that
consciousness which God bestows, are spiritual, while to another, the unillumined human mind, the vision
ismaterial. This shows unmistakably that what the human mind terms matter and spirit indicates states and
stages of consciousness.

Accompanying this scientific consciousness was another revelation, even the declaration from heaven,
supreme harmony, that God, the divine Principle of harmony, is ever with men, and they are His people.
Thus man was no longer regarded as a miserable sinner, but as the blessed child of God. Why? Because S.
John's corporeal sense of the heavens and earth had vanished, and in place of this false sense was the
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spiritual sense, the subjective state by which he could see the new heaven and new earth, which involve the
spiritual idea and consciousness of reality. Thisis Scriptural authority for concluding that such a
recognition of being is, and has been, possible to men in this present state of existence, — that we can
become conscious, here and now, of a cessation of death, sorrow, and pain. Thisisindeed aforetaste of
absolute Christian Science. Take heart, dear sufferer, for this reality of being will surely appear sometime
and in some way. There will be no more pain, and all tears will be wiped awvay. When you read this,
remember Jesus words, " The kingdom of God iswithin you." This spiritual consciousnessis therefore a
present possibility.

208:20
beliefs and preparing the way of Science. Let us learn of the real and eternal, and prepare for the reign of
Spirit, the kingdom of heaven, — the reign and rule of universal harmony, which cannot be lost nor remain
forever unseen.

174:14-21
Whoever opens the way in Christian Science is a pilgrim and stranger, marking out the path for generations
yet unborn.
The thunder of Sinai and the Sermon on the Mount are pursuing and will overtake the ages, rebuking in
their course al error and proclaiming the kingdom of heaven on earth. Truth is revealed. It needs only to be
practised.

254:31
you win and wear the crown. Pilgrim on earth, thy home is heaven; stranger, thou art the guest of God.

Hymns: 442, 421, 450
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