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 Friendship--Seeking the Higher Concept

First Degreee
Prov 27:6

Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.

I Ki 5:4 now
now the Lord my God hath given me rest on every side, so that there is neither adversary nor evil
occurrent.

Deut 13:6-8 (to;)
If thy brother, the son of thy mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or the wife of thy bosom, or thy friend,
which is as thine own soul, entice thee secretly, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which thou hast not
known, thou, nor thy fathers; Namely, of the gods of the people which are round about you, nigh unto thee,
or far off from thee, from the one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth; Thou shalt not
consent unto him, nor hearken unto him;

Matt 26:47-50
And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a great multitude with swords and
staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people. Now he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying,
Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he: hold him fast. And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail,
master; and kissed him. And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came they, and
laid hands on Jesus, and took him.

James 4:1 (to 1st ?), 2 ye kill, 3,4 whosoever
From whence come wars and fightings among you?

ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask,
and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.

whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.

Mic 7:5 (to:), 7,8 when I sit
Trust ye not in a friend, put ye not confidence in a guide:

Therefore I will look unto the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear me.

when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me.

First Degree
115:19-24

SCIENTIFIC TRANSLATION OF MORTAL MIND

First Degree: Depravity.

PHYSICAL.  Evil beliefs, passions and appetites, fear,  depraved will, self-justification, pride, envy, deceit ,
hatred, revenge, sin, sickness, disease,  death.

580:28-30
ADVERSARY.  An adversary is one who opposes, denies, disputes, not one who constructs and sustains
reality and Truth.
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52:29
    The accusations of the Pharisees were as self-contradictory as their religion. The bigot, the debauchee,
the hypocrite, called Jesus a glutton and a wine-bibber. They said: "He casteth out devils through
Beelzebub," and is the "friend of publicans and sinners." The latter accusation was true, but not in their
meaning. Jesus was no ascetic. He did not fast as did the Baptist's disciples; yet there never lived a man so
far removed from appetites and passions as the Nazarene.  He rebuked sinners pointedly and unflinchingly,
because he was their friend; hence the cup he drank.

54:21-24
    His earthly cup of bitterness was drained to the dregs. There adhered to him only a few unpretentious
friends, whose religion was something more than a name.

304:3
    It is ignorance and false belief, based on a material sense of things, which hide spiritual beauty and
goodness. Understanding this, Paul said: "Neither death, nor life, . . . nor things present, nor things to
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God."
This is the doctrine of Christian Science:  that divine Love cannot be deprived of its manifestation, or
object; that joy cannot be turned into sorrow, for sorrow is not the master of joy; that good can never
produce evil; that matter can never produce mind nor life result in death. The perfect man — governed by
God, his perfect Principle — is sinless and eternal.

68:2
At present mortals progress slowly for fear of being thought ridiculous. They are slaves to fashion, pride,
and sense. Sometime we shall learn how Spirit, the great architect, has created men and women in Science.
We ought to weary of the fleeting and false and to cherish nothing which hinders our highest selfhood.

242:15
    Self-love is more opaque than a solid body. In patient obedience to a patient God, let us labor to dissolve
with the universal solvent of Love the adamant of error, — self-will, self-justification, and self-love, —
which wars against spirituality and is the law of sin and death.

Second Degree
Prov 18:24

A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.

Prov 27:9,10
Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart: so doth the sweetness of a man's friend by hearty counsel. Thine
own friend, and thy father's friend, forsake not; neither go into thy brother's house in the day of thy
calamity: for better is a neighbour that is near than a brother far off.

Luke 11:5-13
And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto
him, Friend, lend me three loaves; For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to
set before him? And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my
children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee. I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give
him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth.
And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you. For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall
be opened. If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish,
will he for a fish give him a serpent? Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? If ye then, being
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evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

Second Degree
115:25-27

Second Degree: Evil beliefs disappearing.

MORAL.  Humanity, honesty, affection, compassion , hope, faith, meekness, temperance.

88:18-20
    To love one's neighbor as one's self, is a divine idea; but this idea can never be seen, felt, nor understood
through the physical senses.

8:30
If a friend informs us of a fault, do we listen patiently to the rebuke and credit what is said? Do we not
rather give thanks that we are "not as other men"?  During many years the author has been most grateful
for merited rebuke. The wrong lies in unmerited censure, — in the falsehood which does no one any good.

9:5-7,11-14
    The test of all prayer lies in the answer to these questions: Do we love our neighbor better because of
this asking?

If selfishness has given place to kindness, we shall regard our neighbor unselfishly, and bless them that
curse us; but we shall never meet this great duty simply by asking that it may be done.

518:15-19
The rich in spirit help the poor in one grand brotherhood, all having the same Principle, or Father; and
blessed is that man who seeth his brother's need and supplieth it, seeking his own in another's good.

572:6
"Love one another" (I John, iii. 23), is the most simple and profound counsel of the inspired writer. In
Science we are children of God; but whatever is of material sense, or mortal, belongs not to His children,
for materiality is the inverted image of spirituality.

248:3-5
    Love never loses sight of loveliness. Its halo rests upon its object. One marvels that a friend can ever
seem less than beautiful.

21:15
    If my friends are going to Europe, while I am en route for California, we are not journeying together.
We have separate time-tables to consult, different routes to pursue. Our paths have diverged at the very
outset, and we have little opportunity to help each other. On the contrary, if my friends pursue my course,
we have the same railroad guides, and our mutual interests are identical; or, if I take up their line of travel,
they help me on, and our companionship may continue.

Third Degree
Prov 17:17

A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.

Matt 11:1
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And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence
to teach and to preach in their cities.

Matt 12: 46-50
While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his brethren stood without, desiring to speak with
him. Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak with
thee. But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who is my mother? and who are my brethren? And
he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren! For
whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.

John 15:12-17
This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. Greater love hath no man than
this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.
Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you
friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. Ye have not chosen me,
but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should
remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. These things I command
you, that ye love one another.

Ex 33:11 (to 1st.), 14
And the Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend.

And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest.

Third Degree
116:1-3

Third Degree: Understanding.

SPIRITUAL.  Wisdom, purity, spiritual understanding,  spiritual power, love, health, holiness.

12:31
In divine Science, where prayers are mental, all may avail themselves of God as "a very present help in
trouble."  Love is impartial and universal in its adaptation and bestowals. It is the open fount which cries,
"Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters."

57:22
    Human affection is not poured forth vainly, even though it meet no return. Love enriches the nature,
enlarging, purifying, and elevating it. The wintry blasts of earth may uproot the flowers of affection, and
scatter them to the winds; but this severance of fleshly ties serves to unite thought more closely to God, for
Love supports the struggling heart until it ceases to sigh over the world and begins to unfold its wings for
heaven.

276:4
When the divine precepts are understood, they unfold the foundation of fellowship, in which one mind is
not at war with another, but all have one Spirit, God, one intelligent source, in accordance with the
Scriptural command: "Let this Mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus." Man and his Maker are
correlated in divine Science, and real consciousness is cognizant only of the things of God.

576:31-4
This human sense of Deity yields to the divine sense, even as the material sense of personality yields to the
incorporeal sense of God and man as the infinite Principle and infinite idea, — as one Father with His
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universal family, held in the gospel of Love.

266:6
    Would existence without personal friends be to you a blank? Then the time will come when you will be
solitary, left without sympathy; but this seeming vacuum is already filled with divine Love. When this hour
of development comes, even if you cling to a sense of personal joys, spiritual Love will force you to accept
what best promotes your growth.  Friends will betray and enemies will slander, until the lesson is sufficient
to exalt you; for "man's extremity is God's opportunity." The author has experienced the foregoing
prophecy and its blessings. Thus He teaches mortals to lay down their fleshliness and gain spirituality.  This
is done through self-abnegation. Universal Love is the divine way in Christian Science.

323:6
    Through the wholesome chastisements of Love, we are helped onward in the march towards
righteousness, peace, and purity, which are the landmarks of Science. Beholding the infinite tasks of truth,
we pause, — wait on God. Then we push onward, until boundless thought walks enraptured, and
conception unconfined is winged to reach the divine glory.

Hymn 76
Hymn 76

Johannes Heermann
From the Swedish translation of

GRACE
  Per U. Stenhammar
Jakob Boethius and Johan O. Wallin
Adapted

God is known in loving-kindness,
God, the true, eternal good;
Zion, ne'er will He forsake thee,
Trust His Father-Motherhood.
Can a mother leave her children?
Can unchanging Love forget?
Though all earthly friends betray thee,
Lo, His arm enfolds thee yet.

Every prayer to Him is answered,
Prayer confiding in His will;
Blessedness and joy are near thee,
Hear His gentle Peace, be still.
Hear His voice above the tempest:
I have not forsaken thee;
In My hand thy name is graven,
I will save both thine and thee.

Hymn 140
Hymn 140
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John Keble
Adapted

ST. OLAVE
  Robert Hudson

If on our daily course, our mind
Be set to hallow all we find,
New treasures still, of countless price,
God will provide for sacrifice.

Old friends, old scenes, will lovelier be,
As more of heaven in each we see;
Some softening gleam of love and prayer
Shall dawn on every cross and care.

New mercies, each returning day,
Around us hover while we pray;
Old fears are past, old sins forgiven,
New thoughts of God reveal our heaven.

Hymn 333
Hymn 333

Samuel Longfellow

ABRIDGE
  Isaac Smith

The loving friend to all who bowed
Beneath life's weary load,
From lips baptized in humble prayer,
His consolations flowed.

The faithful witness to the truth,
His just rebuke was hurled
Out from a heart that burned to break
The fetters of the world.

No hollow rite, no lifeless creed,
His piercing glance could bear;
But longing hearts which sought him found
That God and heaven were there.


